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MORE SUB-ACUTE BEDS FOR BELLINGER HOSPITAL 
 

Bellinger River District Hospital has received $5 million in COAG funding which will 
see an extra14 new beds in what is the largest capital investment at the hospital for 
several years, the Minister for Health, Jillian Skinner and the Deputy Premier and 
Member for Oxley, Andrew Stoner, said today.  
 

The funding has been allocated from „COAG‟s National Health and Hospital Reform 
Funding – Sub Acute‟ program. 
 

The Sub-Acute Beds Program will provide eight sub-acute rehabilitation beds and six 
palliative care beds, bringing the total new beds to 14. 
 

Following the construction, the hospital will have 34 general beds, eight sub-acute 
rehabilitation beds and six palliative care beds.  
 

Mrs Skinner said the NSW Government was getting on with the job of delivering on its 
election promise to open more beds across our hospitals. 
 

“We have so far delivered 535 of the 1390 beds we promised and it‟s very positive that 
14 of these beds will open at Bellingen,” Minister Skinner said. 
 

“This funding will substantially enhance the role this hospital can play in improving the 
health of both local and Coffs Harbour region residents requiring rehabilitation and 
palliative care,” she said. 
 

“The accommodation will be provided in a new building, linked to the existing hospital 
and will share treatment spaces to provide greater flexibility. 
 

“I commend the Mid North Coast Local Health District which has worked closely with 
the Medical Advisory Group, Nursing and Allied Health staff as well as ensuring 
community representatives were kept informed throughout the process.” 
 

Mr Stoner said Bellingen was an excellent location to deliver long-term rehabilitation 
services in conjunction with the acute care already provided.  
 

“NSW Labor cut 1500 beds over 16 years. We‟re committed to making more beds 
available and that‟s just what we‟re doing,” Mr Stoner said.  
 

“This service at Bellingen will greatly support the Clinical Network and I am pleased 
that the local community has been supportive throughout the planning process,” Mr 
Stoner said. 
 

Construction of the new facilities is expected to start in 2012. 


